
By: Kimberly Crawford 

On October 18th, a resplendent, cool, 
autumn day, an energetic group of 
Honors students braved the morning 
chill to participate in the annual fall 
hike at Shawnee State Park.  First, let 
me start his tale by saying I deplore 
getting up “with the chickens” espe-
cially on Saturday morning. Therefore, to ease and share in my pain, I de-
cided to make my fiancé, “early bird Joe”, hike with me.   Secondly, I am by 
no means an exercise fanatic. My idea of a daily workout is having to park in 
B.F.E. and hike my way to class each day. I digress, the parking situation at 

S.S.U. is another story in itself. 

So with hot chocolate in hand, I 
apprehensively began walking 
to the library, our designated 
meeting spot. Once there, our 
group met me with smiling if not 
somewhat groggy faces. I must 
say however, the international 

students are one of the most effer-
vescent, spirited groups that I have 
ever encountered. They were a joy 
to be around. (see photo at right) 
After what seemed like an eternity, 
we made our traveling arrange-
ments. (continued on page 3) 
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IMPORTANT  

REMINDER!!! 

• As an Honors student, you 
have the privilege of regis-
tering for classes on the 
first day of registration 
(when only seniors are 
typically  allowed to regis-
ter.)   

• This is regardless of your 
current class standing 
(Freshman, Junior, etc.)   

• Depending upon your 
degree program, you may 
have to see your Academic 
Advisor to receive clear-
ance to register, regard-
less of whether you are an 
Honors student.  (ALL 
English majors are re-
quired to see their advi-
sors!) 

• The first day of registration 
for Spring semester 2009 
is Nov. 3rd. Log on to 
MySSU to register: 

https://
myssu.shawnee.edu/ics/? 
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Dinner and A Dinner and A Dinner and A Dinner and A 
MovieMovieMovieMovie    

4th Flohr Massie 
Hall at 5:30 pm on 

Wednesday 
Dec. 3rd We will eat dinner before at-
tending the SSU International Film Festival’s 
screening of the critically acclaimed film                    

                Sometimes in April 
According t HBO Films, in April 1994, one of 
the most heinous genocides in world history 
began in the African nation of Rwanda. Over 
the course of 100 days, close to one million 
people were killed in a terrifying purge by 
Hutu nationalists against their Tutsi country-
men. This harrowing HBO Films drama fo-
cuses on the almost indescribable human 
atrocities that took place a decade ago 
through the story of two Hutu brothers - one 
in the military, one a radio personality - 
whose relationship and private lives were 
forever changed in the midst of the geno-
cide. Written and directed by Raoul Peck 
(HBO Films' "Lumumba"), the movie is the 
first large-scale film about the 100 days of 
the 1994 Rwandan genocide to be shot in 
Rwanda, in the locations where the real-life 
events transpired.  
Both an edge-of-the-seat thriller and a chill-
ing reminder of man's incomprehensible ca-
pacity for cruelty, Sometimes in April is an 
epic story of courage in the face of daunting 
odds, as well as an exposé of the West's inac-
tion as nearly a million Rwandans were being 
killed. The plot focuses on two brothers em-
broiled in the 1994 conflict between the 
Hutu majority (who had ruled Rwanda since 
1959) and the Tutsi minority who had re-
ceived favored treatment when the country 
was ruled by Belgium (HBO Films). 

 R.S.V.P. is required by 
Wednesday, November 26th. 

Email Kimberly Crawford at 
crawfordk3@shawnee.edu  

Tell a bit about yourself  I have 
three children and have been mar-
ried since 1964. I spent most of my 
career in Minnesota where I taught 
English at a state university in 
northern Minnesota from 1972-
1999. It’s at that point that I came 
here. I was looking for a challenge  
and SSU offered the position of Pro-
vost. I thought that would be an ex-
citing thing to do and it was. I did 
that for some time until I decided I 
was getting ready to retire. I 
worked out an arrangement where I 
could step down from the Provost 
position  and have another year to 
do some special projects for to 
make the transition easier for the 
next Provost. 

What do you like to do when you 
aren’t teaching?  Do you have any 
unique hobbies?  I don’t know if I 
have any unique hobbies. I like to 
cook and I certainly like to eat. I 
like fine wines. My wife and I like to 
travel. If we can afford it, we travel 
to many areas of the world. 
 Do you have any pets? If so, what 
kind and what are their names? 

I have two cats. One is Himalayan  
called Jules. He’s a big, furry cat. 
He’s not that big actually. He looks 
very big because of all his fur. The 
other is just a cat that adopted us 
from the neighborhood. She’s 
called Mitsy and she’s the practical 
one and pretty much in charge of 
the two of them. 

Briefly describe the type of 
material covered in IDST 4490.  
How is this class different than 
a non-Honors class?  In the 
first place, I have never 
taught this class before. I 
rarely teach any class the 
same way that I taught it be-
fore. When I teach this Hon-
ors Senior Seminar, it won’t 
be anything like the last Sen-
ior Seminar I taught. The 
theme is completely differ-
ent, Nature of Humor. I ex-
pect we’ll be looking to-
gether, the students and I, at 
a variety of ways in which 
their interest in life and up-
coming careers intersect with 
the world. We’ll do a lot of 
sharing of ideas and discus-
sions together. I hope this will 
be a class of curious people. 

What advice can you give to 
students, like myself, who are 
planning on taking your Hon-
ors Senior Seminar class?  Just 
look forward to an interesting 
experience. 
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Food DriveFood DriveFood DriveFood Drive    
Shawnee State University 

is teaming up with Sodexho to 

participate in “Cans Across 

America,” a national stop hun-

ger campaign. Sodexho, dining 

service provider at SSU, part-

ners with colleges and universi-

ties to collect canned foods. 

This year’s drive will be    

Wed Nov 12th  11 am 

to 5 pm   Drop off canned 

goods at the Honors Office 

Massie #135  

Watch for post-

ings on Black-

board for more 

volunteer events 

selected by the 

committee: 

Volunteering at: 

1. Sierra’s  

Haven, 

2. a local food 

pantry  

3. SSU’s  

Shantytown  
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   “Take It Easy” Continued“Take It Easy” Continued“Take It Easy” Continued“Take It Easy” Continued    
Continued From Page 1 
Joe, Heather Dumas and myself followed Shannon Lawson and the rest of the crew trekking to the wilderness. Once 
we met up at Shawnee Park, we mugged for  photos (see front page photo). And then we were bussed to what 
seemed like the middle of nowhere. Ladies and gentlemen start your engines….I mean feet; the journey begins. 

 At this point, I was making bets on my survival chances as we climbed the first baby hill, which seemed like a 
mountain to my inexperienced feet, legs, and asthmatic lungs. Thankfully, the trail leveled out and I soon found my-
self (with Joe) at the back of the pack (see front page photo). A position, of which I grew quite familiar and fond. 

 Continuing on our hike, our trail leader, Jenny Richards, allowed us to stop and graze on wild sassafras leaves. 
(Well, at least I didn’t have to worry about starving to death!) In actuality, the sassafras leaves were surprisingly re-
freshing and tasteful. Joe and I kept our leisurely, yet laborious pace and eventually we came to a crossroads of our 
hike. I began to feel like Robert Johnson with his infamous guitar. Instead of a guitar, I had my well worn tennis shoes. 
Anyway, at the crossroads, we could choose to take the easier, well trodden path, or the harder, less ventured trail. I 
felt as if I were selling my soul to the devil when I unequivocally chose the path of gold, or should I say path of golden 
leaves. As Joe and I began treading down this supposed effortless trail, we noticed that we were the only members of 
our group to take advantage of it. More power to the brave, courageous, energetic ones is all I can say. 

 In conclusion, the remaining journey was invigorating, peaceful  and memorable. Being out in the woods with 
nature during the most awe inspiring time of year, has a way of uplifting one’s soul and rejuvenating one’s spirit. 
What a serene opportunity to reconnect with Joe, make new friends, and share in the “quite literally” breathtaking 
splendor of our natural environment that we so often take for granted. 

Kinamba Nursery Project 
Honors Students decided to adopt the Kinamba Nurs-
ery school in Kigali, Rwanda.  Kinamba began in 2006 

with just 28 children in 
one room with no mate-
rials and no pay for  
teachers.  Since then, it 
has grown to 128 chil-
dren, with three class-
rooms, some basic ma-

terials like notebooks and pencils, and  teachers re-
ceive some pay.  But they are still in need of books.  
So, we held a book-drive in conjunction with the SSU 
Children’s Learning Center which resulted in dona-
tions of 60 books to ship to the school.  We hope  to do 
a “virtual” book sale to provide each classroom with a 
set of readers which can be purchased from a local 
publisher to eliminate the high cost of shipping.   
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Celebration of Scholarship 

2009 will be held 2 days in-

stead of the customary one 

day. It will be held  

Thursday April 16th and 

Friday April 17th. 

Plan ahead for this very im-

portant event. We had sev-

eral Honors students pre-

senting last year. Let’s 

keep up the tradition this 

year! 

Celebration of Scholarship 

    
Director: Shannon LawsonDirector: Shannon LawsonDirector: Shannon LawsonDirector: Shannon Lawson    

Phone: 351Phone: 351Phone: 351Phone: 351----3295329532953295    
Office: Massie 422Office: Massie 422Office: Massie 422Office: Massie 422    

EEEE----mail: mail: mail: mail: slawson@shawnee.eduslawson@shawnee.eduslawson@shawnee.eduslawson@shawnee.edu    
    

Student Coordinator: Student Coordinator: Student Coordinator: Student Coordinator:     
Kimberly CrawfordKimberly CrawfordKimberly CrawfordKimberly Crawford    
Phone: 351Phone: 351Phone: 351Phone: 351----3095309530953095    
Office: Massie 135 Office: Massie 135 Office: Massie 135 Office: Massie 135     

EEEE----mail: mail: mail: mail: crawfordk3@shawnee.educrawfordk3@shawnee.educrawfordk3@shawnee.educrawfordk3@shawnee.edu    
    

Secretary: Susan MontavonSecretary: Susan MontavonSecretary: Susan MontavonSecretary: Susan Montavon    
Phone: 351Phone: 351Phone: 351Phone: 351----3177317731773177    
Office: Massie 124Office: Massie 124Office: Massie 124Office: Massie 124    
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Spring Semester 2009 

 Honors Course Offerings 
Honors Civilization and Literature 3 IDST 2227 (01) Honors Civilization and Literature 3 IDST 2227 (01) Honors Civilization and Literature 3 IDST 2227 (01) Honors Civilization and Literature 3 IDST 2227 (01) 
M/W/F 2M/W/F 2M/W/F 2M/W/F 2----2:50     Instructor: Dr. Darren Harris2:50     Instructor: Dr. Darren Harris2:50     Instructor: Dr. Darren Harris2:50     Instructor: Dr. Darren Harris----FainFainFainFain    

In this course students will read and discuss selected short stories 
and novels by African, Middle Eastern, Asian, Australasian, Latin 
American, and Native American writers to explore important 
themes in non-Western cultures. Students will also view and dis-
cuss movies related to these themes. 

 HonorsHonorsHonorsHonors Senior Seminar IDST 4490 (05) Senior Seminar IDST 4490 (05) Senior Seminar IDST 4490 (05) Senior Seminar IDST 4490 (05)     

T/R 2:00T/R 2:00T/R 2:00T/R 2:00----3:20 3:20 3:20 3:20     Instructor: Dr. Michael FieldInstructor: Dr. Michael FieldInstructor: Dr. Michael FieldInstructor: Dr. Michael Field    
The topic or theme for this course will be “What’s Funny and Why: 
The Nature and Function of Humor.” This honors course will in-
clude all the normal expectations for a senior seminar. Participants 
will be asked to do research, present their work--in—progress to 
the seminar, write a substantive and persuasive research paper 
dealing in considerable depth with an issue or question about 
which there is thoughtful public or scholarly disagreement, and 
give a public presentation summarizing their work. The focus on 
the nature of humor should provide flexibility for students to pursue 
an interdisciplinary topic that relates directly to their academic ma-
jors or to a different special interest if they wish. 

HonorsHonorsHonorsHonors English 1105 (16) English 1105 (16) English 1105 (16) English 1105 (16)     

T/R 12:00T/R 12:00T/R 12:00T/R 12:00----1:20         Instructor: Shannon Lawson1:20         Instructor: Shannon Lawson1:20         Instructor: Shannon Lawson1:20         Instructor: Shannon Lawson    
The focus in this course is upon argumentation and composition.  
Students will read, analyze, and write several argumentative es-
says.  They will study the cause-effect essay, exploring the ques-
tion: What causes good people to do evil things?  They will re-
search several historical genocides, including the reading of the 
supplemental text, First They Killed My Father by Loung Ung, survi-
vor of the killing fields of  Cambodia.  The author will visit SSU in 
March.   

Students will also study the Classic & Rogerian essay, exploring 
the topic: Media & Technology.  They will research major develop-
ments in media and technology and write essays about the rights of 
individuals and society in view of some of the most recent develop-
ments in media and technology.  Finally, students will study the lit-
erary argument, read some classic short stories and literary criti-
cism, and write essays using literary analysis.  


